






the local dentist was also persuaded  to 
work there for a few hours. The dental 
treatment facilities were donated by a 
colleague in Germany. They will be con-
nected in 2010.
Sick people who are unable to make 
their way to the Centre are visited and 
treated  at home. To cover the long dis-
tances that have to be travelled, the 
workers use various vehicles that the 
organisation has brought to Moldova in 
recent years. Various items of equipment 
and patient beds have also been trans-
ported to Ceadir Lunga for town‘s public 
hospital.
At the moment, it has not been able 
to deliver an X-ray machine and a 
mammo graph device for the prevention 
of breast cancer in women: The Moldova  
autho rities have not allow them to pass 
through Customs. Gert Maichel is  hoping 
to obtain import permits for them in 
spring 2010.

Ceadir Lunga lies in the south of the 
country, an isolated town with a popula-
tion of 20,000 in the semi-autonomous 
province of Gagausia near the Ukrainian  
border. According to unoffi cial estimates,  
about 40 – 45 percent of those capable of 
work in this mainly agricultural  region 
are unemployed. The water network only 
provides water for washing; drinking  
water comes from wells, and electricity 
is only available spasmodically. In this 
town, Tamara and Vitaly Paunow, along 
with two Christian communities, started  
to provide help and support  years ago – 
as far as it was possible with the few 
 resources at their disposal. In 2006, 
contact was made with wortundtat, and 
together they founded the Gloria Asso-
ciation. The association set up a church 
welfare and medical centre in a former 

bank building. Since 2007, 
sick people have been exa-
mined and treated here and 
given medication, the hungry 
have been provided with free 
lunch, and those in need have 
been able to use the clothing 
bank (photo,  left). From 
Germany, the development 
of the centre and the help 
it provides have been sup-
ported intensively by Marion 
and Dr. Gert Maichel from 

Dortmund, who not only coordinate the 
aid transports, but also regularly visit 
Gloria in Ceadir Lunga.

Five doctors for the poor
The Gloria church welfare and medical  
centre provides the poor people of 
the town of Ceadir Lunga with free 
medical  examinations and treatment. 
Vera  Trakalova, a retired doctor, works 
 tirelessly in the well equipped practice.  
The equipment that she uses is generally 
second-hand and transported here from 
Germany. It includes an ECG machine,  
a colonoscopy machine and various 
 ultrasound machines. In addition to 
the cardiologist, a specialist in internal 
medi cine, a family doctor and an expert 
in ultra sound examinations also provide  
their skills and assistance on a part-
 time basis to treat the patients.  In 2009, 
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stalled, although the tough  negotiations 
with the authorities  concerning the use 
of the building were still ongoing. But 
in this way, the fi rst occupants were 
able to move in during the winter of 
2009/2010.
Wortundtat also provided new windows 
and a food store for a neighbouring 
kindergarten (photo, right). Last year, 
Gloria staff were also able to distribute 
6,000 “Gifts with a Heart” – Christmas 
presents from Germany – to children in 
the region.

A constant companion: 
the message of Chris-
tianity
In addition to practical 
help, the Good News of 
the Bible is a constant
companion for the hel-
pers and their charges, 
providing strength for 
the helpers through dai-
ly prayers and regular 
services. And those in 
need realise that they are God‘s beloved  
children, irrespective of their social 
status  or their abilities. 

2009 – a great success 
In 2009, Gloria‘s team of doctors exa-
mined well over 10,000 patients in the 
practice and made 1,300 house calls. The 
ultrasound machines were used nearly
2,000 times, and blood, urine and other 
bodily substances were examined in 
over 30,000 laboratory tests. In addition,
wounds were treated, bandages applied 
and treatments provided many times 
over by the centre‘s nurses. An out-
patient nursing service also started work 
last year.

Urgently needed: food and clothing
The welfare services, without which 
many of the elderly and sick inhabitants  
of Ceadir Lunga could hardly survive, 
are just as essential as the medical 
services.  A start has been made on this 
in the Centre itself: In the building‘s 
 kitchen, 70 hot meals a day are prepared  
and  served to guests or sent home for 
those  who are unable to come to the 
Centre. In the clothing bank, blankets 
and clothes are given to those in need. 
Last year, around 50 people made use of 
this  service each week.
Welfare activities have expanded con-
siderably since the Centre was founded:  
in 2009, an old kindergarten was 
 converted into an emergency hostel 
for around 20 homeless people. Beds, 
 cupboards and chairs were provided from 
Germany. Two showers, toilets, heating, 
drainage pipes, pantry kitchen and elec-
trical installations have already been in-
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Strangers
are welcome

Wortundtat in Greece has been 
supporting the Christian orga-
nisation Hellenic Ministries 

in Greece for around 30 years now. 
Amongst other things, this organisation 
cares for refugees from regions where 
there are wars or disasters. Because it 
lies on the Mediterranean, Greece is the 
destination for many people in need, 
 fl eeing to Central Europe from Africa, 
Asia or Eastern Europe to seek a new 
home with better economic conditions. 
Hellenic Ministries, for example, has set 
up a drop-in centre for refugees in the 
heart of the Greek capital of Athens. 
Here, the can take a hot shower once a 
week, wash their clothes and have a hot 
meal. Some are provided with clothing, 
basic foods or blankets.

Breaks for refugees 
One hour north of Athens, on the Medi-
terranean coast, the organisation has 
built a holiday camp in Porto Astro. The 
site on which it stands was bought with 

the support of wortundtat. In the past, 
 refugee families, from Afghanistan for 
example, have been accommo dated in the 
camp free of charge. This gave them a little 
time to breath and to forget the traumas of 
war and fl ight for a few days. Staff from 
Hellenic Ministries played with the child-
ren (small photo) and showed their parents 
new options for the future.

Good News for Greece
Another part of the work of the Hellenic 
Ministries is sharing the Good News of 
the Bible and spreading the Gospel  (large 
photo). The organisation‘s workers – 
along with volunteers – constantly travel 
through the islands and the Greek main-
land, distributing bibles, talking with 
people about their faith or providing 
emergency help when needed, such as 
after major forest fi res. 

INDIA

TANZANIA

MOLDOVA

GREECE

 The help we provide – Greece

23 | wortundtat 1/2010




